SEIYID  BUBAO

valley, and said that he would use all his endeavours to bring the British
Government to lend their assistance. For twenty-four years he had
laboured in the cause of peace, spending and overspending his fortune, and
sparing no effort; fruitlessly for the most part, alas! because the only
weapon with which he had to fight was money, and you cannot buy
permanent peace with money.

I have never known Seiyid Bubakr say a really unkind word about
anybody, and perhaps his greatest failing in affairs is that he always has hopes
that the bad people will have a change of heart, and this never alters, although
he has been let down time and time again. He is a very religious man in
the broadest sense, for there is nothing of a fanatic about him, and his
personal religion is one that anyone might wish to share. He is no formalist,
though he is strict about observing the compulsory prayers and fists pre-
scribed, and usually reminds others of their religious duties. He says his
prayers devoutly, but does not prolong them: in feet, I heard it said several
times with a chuckle: "Seiyid Bubakr gets over his prayers pretty quick, but
it doesn't matter because he's 'accepted5 anyway."

His wife, to whom he has been married for thirty years, is as kind and
charming as he is, and although, of course, she is not seen, men say to you
confidentially: "There's only one other person in the Hadhramaut like
Seiyid Bubakr, and that's his wife/' because her influence spreads out
unseen. He is the simplest and most generous of men, and although his
charity is done without a flourish it is so widespread that he is called the
Hatira Tai of Hadhramaut I think everybody who has stayed with him
will agree that he is the best of hosts, and while he provides extremely
comfortable and well-fitted rooms with all European comforts for his
European guests, he himself sleeps on a mattress on the floor.

There is, indeed, no other man I know in the country who has more
rightly earned widespread confidence, because Seiyid Bubakr rhinfa meidy
of the common good and not of his own or of that of any particular party.
He Spends his money as freely in promoting peace among the Qu'aiti
people as among the KatMri, and he more than any other has tried to bring
an end to the long-standing mistrust between Qu'aiti and Katiiri which
is now, happily, almost a thing of the past. Certainly no decoration was
" ever better deserved tb^n the C.B.E. which Seiyid Bubakr received in a
recent New Year's Honours List

The only people who work against Seiyid Bubakr are those wbo aie
unmistakably out for themselves, and in a country so long raed to relying
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